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Western water news, info and tips

La Sierra Pipeline
Project Now Underway

What’s Inside:
Student
Art Winners

Motorists advised to use alternate route
In late June, Western Municipal Water District (Western) began
construction on the La Sierra Pipeline, a $36 million project that will
increase local water supply for 80,000 Inland Empire residents.

LA SIERRA
PIPELINE
EXPANSION

Construction is estimated to take just over 18 months to complete
and will require lane closures and some traffic disruption along
La Sierra Avenue from El Sobrante Road to just north of
Arizona Avenue. Motorists are advised to use an alternate
route if possible, or allow extra time if traveling the area.
When complete, the project will provide an additional 3,500
acre-feet per year of local, drought-proof water for customers.
(continued on page 2)
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Former District
Headquarters for Sale
Sale will help boost eﬃciency and cut costs

La Sierra Pipeline Project
Now Underway
(continued from page 1)

The La Sierra Pipeline will also have the capacity to
provide an additional 16,000 acre-feet of water per year
for emergencies and will provide reliability in the event
of a temporary outage of imported water supplies.
“We know that additional traffic is frustrating, and
we appreciate the public’s patience as we move
forward with this important project that will provide
a local, secure source of water in our region,” said
Western’s General Manager John Rossi. “We will be
communicating early and often with the community
to ensure they have the information they need.”
During construction, two lanes on La Sierra Avenue
between just north of Arizona Avenue and El Sobrante
Road may be closed, leaving one lane open in each
direction during working hours between 7 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. At times, one southbound lane may be
closed during non-working hours.
For more information about the project, construction
and detours, please visit wmwd.com and search the
keywords “La Sierra Pipeline.”
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Western Municipal Water District (Western) is selling its former
headquarters, which will boost efficiency and cut operational costs.
The property on Alessandro Boulevard in Riverside—listed for
approximately $2.95 million—served as headquarters from 1986 to 2010
until Western outgrew it. Since then, the property’s value has steadily
climbed, which fueled motivation to sell.
“Selling Western’s Alessandro building is just one of the many ways we are
working to be efficient with ratepayer dollars and be fiscally responsible,”
said John Rossi, Western’s General Manager.
The sale of the property also means that Western will close its Landscapes
Southern California StyleSM garden, which opened 30 years ago to teach
people about water-efficient landscaping. Its closure gives Western the
opportunity to retool its educational outreach.
“The garden has been a great resource for our region, but now we have
the unique opportunity to re-engage our customers through new
education programs both online and at other locations at a lower cost,
which is a win-win for our customers,” explained Rossi.
Moving forward, Western will transform its community event offerings
and is also considering collaborations to continue education programs
for the public in water efficiency.
The garden has inspired an educational landscaping project at the current
Meridian headquarters facility, which will be more in-line with today’s
water efficiency goals and consideration of costs in mind. Planning for
this project is underway, with the first phase to be completed by late 2018.
For updates about the property sale, please visit wmwd.com.

Student Art Celebrates
Water Conservation

Six winners named
in District’s annual
poster art contest

Six local students have won the District’s annual “Water is Life” Poster Art Contest, which celebrates the importance of
water for our daily existence.
Each year, Western invites elementary and high schools in its Riverside and Murrieta service areas to participate in the
art contest. Submissions are then evaluated by local artists, water industry professionals and community members.
This year’s winners include:

First Place

First Place

High School

Elementary School

Blanche Padecio
10th Grade
Citrus Hill
High School

Karyssa Nguyen
5th Grade
Riverside Stem
Academy

Second Place

Second Place

High School

Elementary School

Glenda Sanchez
12th Grade
Hillcrest
High School

Vanessa Alcala
5th Grade
Riverside Stem
Academy

Third Place

Third Place

High School

Elementary School

Abraham Melendrez
12th Grade
Hillcrest
High School

Kaya Villafan
5th Grade
Riverside Stem
Academy

Winners of the art contest advance to compete against other students across the region for a spot in the 2018
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California “Water is Life” calendar.
For more information about the District’s annual poster contest, please visit wmwd.com and search “education.”
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Participants of the
Solar Cup built
and raced
solar-powered
boats in this
annual
competition

District-Sponsored Teams Compete
in Solar-Powered Boat Race
Western’s Riverside Poly Team Sails into First Place
Western Municipal Water District (Western) recently sponsored three local high
school teams in Metropolitan Water District’s 15th annual Solar Cup™, a competition
where students build and race solar-powered boats.
Western sponsored teams from Riverside Poly, Norte Vista and Elsinore Valley high
schools as they participated in the year-long program – the largest competition of
its kind in the nation. Riverside and Norte Vista's teams were sponsored in
partnership with Riverside Public Utilities and Elsinore Valley’s team was
sponsored in partnership with Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District.
This year’s contest included 43 teams. Western is very proud that Riverside
Poly won first place in the veteran team category.
The Solar Cup program challenges students to build, equip and race 16-foot,
single-seat boats powered only by the sun. This allows students to apply their
skills in math, physics, engineering and communications while learning about
water conservation and alternative energy.
For more information about Metropolitan Water District’s 15th annual Solar Cup™,
including a full list of competition results, please visit bit.ly/SolarCup2017.
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Western at Work:

Mallory Gandara
Water Resources Specialist is committed
to helping region be water-wise
Did you know most sprinkler nozzles spout about as much
water as a showerhead? So, when you water your yard, it can
be like running multiple showers all at once. That’s a lot of
water waste—and Western Water Resources Specialist
Mallory Gandara is on a mission to help curb it.
In her role, she oversees the District’s water efficiency
programs. In fact, one of her favorites is a program that
gives Western customers up to 25 free high-efficiency
sprinkler nozzles for their yard.
“FreeSprinklerNozzles.com is an easy way for
customers to save money outdoors, especially as we
enter summer when temperatures and outdoor
water-use spike,” she said. “The high-efficiency
sprinkler nozzles can reduce water-use in the yard by up
to 30 percent.”
Mallory is a wealth of knowledge when it comes to water
conservation. She is also brimming with passion for
what she does.
“In college as an environmental studies major, I took a water policy
class that completely opened my eyes to the water issues in
California,” she said. “That class was it for me. I knew from then on
that I wanted to be involved in water in some way.”
An internship brought her to Western, and seven years later, Mallory
is confident she is where she is supposed to be.
“After working here as an intern and seeing all the hard work and
planning that goes into keeping the water flowing to homes and
businesses, I knew this was something I wanted to be a part of for a
long time,” she said.
When she’s not helping the region be water-wise, Mallory enjoys
yoga and cooking. She’s also an avid traveler who enjoys exploring
cities abroad—with Libson, Portugal, topping her list of favorite
destinations so far.

“FreeSprinklerNozzles.com
is an easy way for
customers to save money
outdoors, especially as
we enter summer when
temperatures and
outdoor water-use spike.”
-Mallory Gandara
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Long Night of Arts &
Innovation Returning this Fall
The celebration happens in downtown
Riverside this October
The community is invited to join Western at this year’s Long Night of
Arts & Innovation, a free event that celebrates the arts and sciences
in downtown Riverside. The annual event, which is hosted by the
city of Riverside, will be held on Thursday, Oct. 12 and will deliver
fun and educational entertainment for the whole family.

Website: wmwd.com
General Information:
951.571.7100
Billing:
951.571.7104
Rebate Hotline:
888.376.3314
After-hours Emergencies:
951.789.5109
Email: outreach@wmwd.com

This year’s event is shaping up to be bigger and better than
ever. So far, highlights include: a showcase of science
Mark Your
and technology projects by several universities; an
Calendars!
exhibition featuring new technologies from local
companies; a curious kids’ zone with hands-on
What: The Long Night
activities; and several live music performances.
of Arts & Innovation
When: Thursday, Oct. 12,
from 5 p.m. to midnight
Where: Downtown Riverside,
between 5th Street
and 10th Street

Printed on recycled paper

Western, in partnership with Metropolitan
Water District of Southern California, is one of
the event’s sponsors and will have water-based
activities for students during the event.
For more information about the Long Night of Arts
& Innovation, please visit LongNightRiverside.com.
Follow us!

Western water news, info and tips
is published by

Western Municipal Water District
14205 Meridian Parkway
Riverside, California 92518
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Forward your comments and suggestions
to the Community Aﬀairs Oﬃce
at the above address or via email
to outreach@wmwd.com
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