La Sierra Pipeline Expansion FAQs
Why is this construction necessary?
Western Municipal Water District is undertaking the $36 million
La Sierra Pipeline project to help secure the region’s local water supply
and improve drought resiliency. Western is committed to providing safe and
reliable water to all customers.
Currently, a significant portion of Western’s water supply comes from imported water sources like the
Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta and the Colorado River. This imported supply is generally more expensive
and less reliable than local water supplies.
Creating locally sourced supplies helps Western become more self-sufficient. It also helps keep rates controlled.
The project is integral to Western’s vision to interconnect water systems throughout the region and will provide
locally sourced water to more than 7,000 households.

What are the best alternate routes during construction?
The best alternate routes depend on your point of origin and final destination, but motorists should always
follow traffic control devices and signs while traveling in the area.
To help with traffic flow, City of Riverside officials have advised Western that a new road connection to Van
Buren Boulevard from McAllister Parkway will open during construction of the La Sierra Pipeline.

Will lanes be closed for traffic?
One lane on each side will always remain open during construction.

Are there plans to open Dufferin Avenue, the closed road that conects
to La Sierra Avenue?
The City of Riverside oversees all roads located within the city; Western does not control whether certain roads
can be extended through to La Sierra. According to the City of Riverside, the connection to Dufferin will remain
closed but a new road connection to Van Buren Boulevard from McAllister Parkway will open during
construction of the La Sierra Pipeline.
For more information, community members can contact Gil Hernandez, City of Riverside traffic engineer, at
ghernandez@riversideca.gov or 951.826.5148.
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During what hours will construction take place?
Western is limiting construction hours to avoid noise during early morning and late-night hours. Generally
construction will take place between 7 a.m. and 4 p.m., with some exceptions. Detailed construction hours are
as follows:
Area Near Arizona Middle School (north of Dufferin Avenue):
7 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Area South of the School Zone (south of Dufferin Avenue):
7 a.m. to 3 p.m. if northbound lanes are not impacted; 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. if northbound lanes are restricted to
one lane
Indiana Ave:
7 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday and Sundays only
Sterling Ave:
7 a.m. to 5 p.m. on weekdays. There may be some weekend work in this area.

Will large trucks be allowed on La Sierra Avenue during construction? Are there plans for
traffic calming?
La Sierra is a major street that runs through the heart of our city. The speed limits, types of vehicles allowed on
the street and the upkeep of the street is approved by the City of Riverside and/or the County of Riverside, not
Western Municipal Water District.
To discuss plans for this street, please contact Gil Hernandez, City of Riverside traffic engineer, at
ghernandez@riversideca.gov or 951.826.5148, or Ward Maxwell, County of Riverside construction engineer, at
wmaxwell@rctlma.org or 951.955.6885.

There are a lot of residential neighborhoods in the area. How will people get to and from their
home when there are no alternate routes? What is the approximate delay?
Western knows construction and traffic delays are frustrating. During construction, there will always be an
alternate route for residents to get to and from their homes. Western is also limiting construction hours to avoid
peak traffic hours.
We are committed to informing you, whenever possible, in advance of these delays to help you plan your day.
Please sign up for our La Sierra Pipeline eNewsletter for the latest information on the project and street closures.
To sign up, visit wmwd.com and search “La Sierra Pipeline.”
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How far in advance will I know before construction begins to happen in and
around my neighborhood?
A three-week construction schedule will be provided and uploaded weekly to Western’s social media and District
websites. It will also be sent out via our La Sierra Pipeline eNewsletter.
To sign up for eNewsletter and/or to join Western’s Facebook and Twitter pages, visit wmwd.com and search
“La Sierra Pipeline.”

Will there be a lot of road noise and construction dust from this project? What are you doing
to minimize the impacts to our neighborhood?
Dust from the construction will be kept to a minimum during the project. Our construction crews will clean up
the job site daily and implement dust mitigation measures to keep dust down. Western is also limiting
construction hours from 7 a.m. and 4 p.m., with a few exceptions, to avoid noise during early morning and
late-night hours.

What will WMWD do to keep traffic moving smoothly during construction?
Western knows construction and traffic delays are frustrating, and we do everything possible to eliminate traffic
delays during construction. During construction, Western will abide by a comprehensive transportation
management plan, which was approved in advance by the City of Riverside and the County of Riverside.
The traffic management plan addresses matters such as signal timing, public safety/emergency response vehicle
routes, intersection management, neighborhood traffic management, truck access, and pedestrian and
equestrian access.
Motorists are asked to follow traffic control devices during the construction or use an alternate route, if possible.

Will there be extra law enforcement to monitor speed during the project?
Law enforcement is called for by the City and County of Riverside. Western field personnel will request extra
enforcement from them if they see potential traffic hazards during construction.

How will WMWD help affected businesses during construction?
Economic vitality is important to our region, and Western will do everything it can to minimize traffic delays
during construction and provide information to the community in advance of construction work around or near
businesses. Furthermore, Western has mitigated significant impact to businesses by avoiding constructing near
the La Sierra Avenue/Indian Avenue Intersection.
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How can the community and businesses stay informed about the project?
There are many ways to stay engaged with construction updates, including joining Western’s social media
channels (Twitter and Facebook), signing up for our eNewsletter, or visiting wmwd.com and searching
“La Sierra Pipeline.”

How much will the project cost and when will it be completed?
The total cost is $36 million, which includes the pipeline and the Sterling Pump Station component of this project.

How is this project being funded?
The project is funded by a Federal Bureau of Reclamation Grant and by Western’s Water Reliability Fund, which is
earmarked in Western’s existing rate schedule. Financing is provided by the state of California’s Revolving Fund
Loan program. The project is not expected to increase rates charged to customers. It will provide a high quality
source of water that is locally developed rather than imported from northern California, thereby increasing the
District’s water supply reliability to our customers.

Will this project impact schools?
Construction near Arizona Middle School will be done during the summer months when school is out of session in
order to lessen the impact to students, parents and faculty. Western is working with Arizona Middle School to
ensure information is sent out to families and staff at the school.

This project is not in my area, so why is it important to me?
This project is part of Western’s overall wholesale service area, which spans 527-square miles in western Riverside
County and will supply enough local water for 7,000 homes. The regional area includes the cities of Corona,
Norco, Jurupa Valley and Riverside and the water agencies including Box Springs, Eagle Valley, Temescal Valley,
Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District and Rancho California Water District. The project will bring water to the
cities of Corona, Norco and Riverside. In addition, the project will provide water in the case of an emergency to all
customers.

What is the speed limit in the area during construction?
Speed limits may vary during the construction. Please follow traffic control devices and signs.

Will construction limit access to certain areas for emergency responders?
Public safety is essential and our highest priority. We are working with our local public safety personnel to notify
them about the project. Our construction will never block the entire street and will be in line with the traffic
management plan approved by the City and County of Riverside. The city works in conjunction with all emergency
service personnel daily to let them know if there are any traffic/construction impacts.
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What is WMWD going to do about traffic using neighborhood streets
through the construction area as potential detours?
Access to businesses, residential developments and schools along the route will have maintained access
during the construction period. Western will abide by a comprehensive transportation management plan
approved by the City of Riverside and the County of Riverside prior to the approval of the project.
Community members are asked to follow traffic control devices and signs.

Who is the construction company? Are they local?
For each large project, such as the La Sierra Pipeline, Western goes through a transparent public bid process.
Numerous factors are taken into account prior to awarding a firm with a contract during this process. The
southern California firm chosen for this project was W.A. Rasic of Long Beach.

Who do we contact if there is an issue or concern?
Please contact Lynne Butler, Community Affairs Specialist, at lbutler@wmwd.com or 951.571.7261.
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