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Compost at Home Equals Water Savings
Instead of tossing your grass clippings, used coffee grounds,
leaves etc. in a bin to be disposed of, try composting.
Composting, the simple decomposition of organic matter, is one of the simplest
ways to green up your yard and also one of the easiest ways to protect the environment by reducing
waste. All you need is a container for your food scraps and green
waste and then you can let nature do the rest in developing a
nutrient-rich compound.
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decomposition of organic
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Once the final product is applied to your landscape, you’ll reap
the benefits of a natural barrier against evaporation, compost
is an organic material that retains water much more readily
than most purchased soils and a material that can reduce your
landscape’s need for water by up to 30 percent!

Want to learn how? Go to the Riverside County Department of
Waste Resources at rcwaste.org/composting/schedule to learn
what composting is, what materials can be applied and answers to some of the most common questions
regarding this practice.

Rain Barrels: A Source of Free Water
Rain water may not take the long journey through aqueducts and pipes or pass
the rigorous quality tests typical potable water from Western’s delivery system
might, but that’s OK. Your plants won’t mind.
Winter is the ideal time to get your rain barrel and capture free water from
Mother Nature that would otherwise trickle off your property, down the storm
drain and out to the ocean. Why not capture what you can from our storms for
your outdoor use?
Rain barrels have come a long ways in appearance, functionality and availability
through the years. They can be purchased in a wide range of colors, shapes and
sizes. And with studies suggesting that every inch of rain that falls on a 1,000
square foot area leading to 600 gallons, it’s not hard to imagine the waterefficient benefits.
Get yours now. Apply for a cost-saving rebate by going to bewaterwise.com.
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The California WaterFix: Reliable,
The California WaterFix is a critical investment to help protect and enhance water supply reliability
from the state’s single largest water supply – the Sierra snowpack in Northern California.

Western Municipal Water District and a large portion of Inland Empire water providers depend on reliable
supplies of imported water from Northern California and the Colorado River as well as new local supplies
and more conservation to help meet our water needs. Western’s customers receive approximately
80 percent of their water from Northern California through this challenged delivery system.
The reliability of the Northern California Water supply for our region and
all of Southern California is at risk due to pumping restrictions, challenging
environmental conditions in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta and an aging
water system that was not designed to meet today’s challenges.
State and federal agencies want to modernize the state system through a
project known as the California WaterFix that has both water delivery and
ecosystem benefits. In addition, Western,
as well as many water agencies in the region
and state, support this project.
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, Clean Water for All Californians
Five Potential Benefits for Western and the Inland
Empire from the California WaterFix:
•

Preserving Quality of Life and the Economic Vitality of the
Region – The majority of our imported supplies come solely from
Northern California. Whether its excellent schools, thriving businesses or
regional parks and recreation programs, it all starts with a supply of safe,
reliable, high-quality water.

•

Protecting our Region’s Largest Water Supply – Many water
providers in our region have diversified their portfolios of imported
and local water supplies. The California WaterFix maintains access to
the available Northern California supply, which is less than the cost of
developing new local supplies.

•

Surviving Droughts – Some of the water stored in the Inland Empire for drought and
emergency needs comes either from Northern California or the Colorado River.

•

Maintaining High Quality Water – A buildup of salt in our region’s groundwater basins
requires the discharge of 90,000 tons of salt every year in a brine line to the Pacific Ocean.
Importing low-salt water from Northern California maintains drinking water quality and keeps
groundwater quality in balance.

•

Capturing Big Storms – California WaterFix seeks to improve the ability to reliably capture
some of the state’s major storm events and store it locally in reservoirs and groundwater
basins for our region to access in years of drought.

For more information on the California WaterFix or to reserve a date for one of Western’s
knowledgeable water representatives to speak to your community group, business or agency,
visit wmwd.com and search “California WaterFix”
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Community Help Needed:
Report Illegal Water Theft
Water extraction, also known as hydrant tapping, has been occurring at
various hydrants in Western’s service area. Unsanctioned and unmetered
hydrant tapping is considered theft and has long-lasting impacts to
all customers.

Costs Passed Along to Customers
The cost of the stolen water is absorbed by Western customers in
the form of higher rates. Much like when goods are stolen from a
store and prices increase for customers, Western must operate in
the same way to make up for the cost of water theft.

Potential for Contamination
During theft, it is unlikely that a backflow device is used
to extract the water from the hydrant, which increases
the possibility for harmful water contamination to the
District’s system.

Stealing Water is a Crime
Illegal water extraction is a serious crime and violators can
be arrested, jailed and/or be required to pay fines. Because of
a hydrant’s remote location, it has been challenging to witness the crime taking place. To better
address this problem, Western has increased security patrols in partnership with the Riverside
County Sheriff’s Department in the areas where the thefts are occurring.

Risk for System Damage
Costly, unnecessary damage to Western’s reliable water system may occur when water is stolen.
Closing a fire hydrant valve too quickly can bring the water in the system to an abrupt stop. This
sudden stop of hydraulic force causes a ‘hammer’ in the system that may lead to broken pipelines
and other expensive repairs.

Call to Action
Please report offenders by calling Western Municipal Water District at 951.571.7104. Western is
committed to ending illegal water extraction activity to protect customers and water resources.
Your assistance can help put a permanent end to water theft crimes in our service area.
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Earth Night in the Garden, April 20!
Join us at our annual Earth Night in the Garden and enjoy an
evening out with Mr. Ribbit, Mother Earth, ladybug releases
and more!
Western’s annual Earth Night in the
Garden event encourages environmental
efficiency through vendor exhibits,
giveaways and arts and crafts for the kids.
Visit wmwd.com for more information.
Date: April 20, 2017
Time: 3 to 7 p.m.
Location: Landscapes Southern California Style GardenSM,
450 E. Alessandro Blvd., Riverside

YEARS

Admission: Free

General Information
951.571.7100

Rebate Hotline
888.376.3314

Billing
951.571.7104

Email
outreach@wmwd.com

After-hours Emergencies
951.789.5109

Website
wmwd.com

On Tap
is published by

Western Municipal Water District
14205 Meridian Parkway
Riverside, California 92518
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Landscapes Southern
California Style SM
Water-efficiency Garden
951.571.7236

Follow us on Facebook,
Twitter and YouTube!

Forward your comments and suggestions to
the Community Affairs Office
at the above address or via email to outreach@wmwd.com
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